[Extracellular matrix metalloproteinases--perspectives of their use in medicine].
Extracellular matrix turnover disturbances are implicated in many human diseases. Matrix Metalloproteinases (MMP) are believed to play a pivotal role in maintaining the intricate balance between extracellular matrix synthesis and degradation. These enzymes are active in the cleavage of many matrix proteins. There is evidence that matrix metalloproteinases activity changes in many pathological conditions, including inflammatory and degenerative disorders as well as tumour progression and metastases. This review focuses on the recent view on physiological and pathological function of MMPs. Authors aimed also to show the putative role of matrix metalloproteinases as a diagnostic tool in future medicine.